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II.— Homes ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) —Police. 


Tue Charuvaria, of the 4th March, thanks Government for its deter- 
| mination to reorganise the Police Department. 
But the work will prove even more arduous 
than the clearing of the Augean stable by 
Hercules. Is Government prepared to put forth the Herculean energy 
required for the purpose ? ese 
9, The Surabhi o Patdkd, of the 7th March, says thatif the police is 


ange to be reformed, the following changes should 
— be made in it:— 


(1) Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors should be selected from among 
men who have passed University examinations, and 
appointments to those posts should be made according to 
the results of competitive examinations. The successful 
candidates should first learn the work of the department 
on small allowances, and should be permanently appointed 
after passing a departmental examination. District Super- 
intendents should be recruited from among Assistant 
Superintendents, but all the Assistant Superintendentships 
should not be given to the relatives of Civilians and other 
high officials, In order to encourage educated officers 
working in subordinate capacities, half the number of 
Assistant Superintendentships should be tbrown open to 
Inspectors. : 

(2) In order to make police service attractive to educated men, 
proper salaries should be given to them. But no change of 
the existing grade system, with the exception of the aboli- 
tion of the sixth grade Inspectorships on Rs. 80, will be 
necessary for this purpose, if the higher offices are thrown 
open to the subordinate officers. 

(3) It would be better to appoint local people instead of up- 
countrymen as pahrawallas. Up-country pahrawallas are 
not well acquainted with the language and manners of the 
people of Bengal, and they therefore create disturbances. 
This remark applies, mudatis mutandis, to the other provinces. 

(4) There should be only one grade of head-constables on Rs. 25 
instead of the present four grades, and head-constables 
should not be required to investigate cases, but only to 
report distress, scarcity of water, epidemic diseases, &c. 
They should also be held responsible for the good conduct 
of the pahrawallas. | 

(5) Promotion should depend not as now on the number of convic- 
tions which a police officer brings about, but on the 
decrease of crime within his jurisdiction. This will puta 
stop to the practice of getting up false cases. ' 

8. The Samaya, of the 8th March, says that gambling is very preva- 
Gambling and the Police. lent in the country in spite of the law against 
gambling. In some places in the North- 

Western Provinces, certain gambling-houses are called sarkari gambling- 
ouses. This probably means that gambling is carried on in those houses 
- the knowledge or connivance of the police. It is also very significant 
oe gamblers always know when a police inspection will take place. And 
hes €n the police comes, the gamblers are nowhere. The police should look 


The reorganisation of the Police 
Department 


CHARUVARTA, 
March 4th, 1889. 


SURABHI O PaTaKas; 
March 7th, 1889. 
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March 8th, 1889. 


SaNJIVANI, 
March 9th, 1889. 
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4. The Sanjivant, of the 9th March, publishes the following in ep. 


ie nection with the alleged abduction of 
earch hscne amet ats Cabuli girl by Mr. Stack, Superintendent 
Police, Singbhoom. Last week the writer received an anonymous lette 


stating that Wazira Bibi, Mr. Stack’s mistress, was living in the hovuge of 


one Siddheswar Mukherjee on the Hajara road in Kalighat, and that 
Mr. Stack was visiting her almost every .evening in that house, Qj, 
receiving this letter the writer sent an agent to Kalighat to make an enquiry, 
What the agent has ascertained is stated in the following letter :— 


 Wazira Bibi is living in the house of Siddheswar Mukherjee on the 
Hajara road, a little to the north of the Tramway depdt at Kalighy 
Wazira calls Siddheswar father, and Siddheswar has therefore given her shelter 
We have learnt by making careful enquiries among Siddheswar’s neighbour 
that Mr. Stack comes to the house almost every evening and sometime 
at other hours. There is no doubt that Wazira is living in the honse of 
Siddheswar under Mr. Stack’s keeping. This man Siddheswar took Wazin 
and Mr. Stack to Chandernagore, and tried to prove that Wazira is olde 


than she really is. Siddheswar himself has also told us that Wazira is in the 
keeping of Mr. Stack.” 


Wazira Bibi has stated in her deposition that she has not met 
Mr. Stack after leaving Singbhoom. But the fact of her and Mr. Stack’ 
residence at Chandernagore and Kalighat conclusively proves that in making 
that statement she has perjured herself, and there 1s no reason why she should 
not be prosecuted for perjury. There may be much difficulty in making the 
necessary enquiries at Chandernagore, but there will be no such. difficulty 
in enquiring what Mr. Stack has been doing at Kalighat. Mr. Stack hau, 
for the purpose of satisfying his lust, enticed away a girl under 16 years of 
age, and has assisted Amir Hossain and other accused persons in coming away 
to Calcutta with that girl And yet Mr. Stack is at large! Can anything 
be more scandalous and disgraceful than this? The Magistrate has the 
power to institute proceedings against Mr. Stack under the Criminal Proce 
dure Code. And there can be no doubt that if Mr. Stack had beens 
native he would not have found this quite a peaceful time for him. Mr, Stack 
was Superintendent of Police, and it was his duty to bring the accused persons 
to justice. But the writer has got papers with him which will show that 
it was Mr. Stack, District Superintendent of Police, who assisted Amr 
Hossain and others to effect an escape after the issue of warrants for ther 
arrest. 

In the latter part of December, Mr. Stack wrote a letter to his frend 
Sobhan Ali Chaudhuri, a zemindar of Bogra, who lives at No. 88, Kalutollah 
Street, Calcutta, telling him that his servant Amir Hossain and his assistaol! 
were going down to Calcutta, and asking him to give them shelter either 
his own house or in a hired house, and informing him that he bimself would 
go down to Calcutta very soon and explain to him why he was making svc 
a reyuest. The Chaudhuri does not know English, and he asked 8 gentle: 
man to explain to him the contents of the letter, and what is here stated 
about the letter was obtained from the gentleman who interpreted it 4 


Chaudhuri. And this shows that if Mr. Stack is not himself guilty od. 


abduction, he is guilty of aiding Amir Hossain and others in the commis” 
of that crime, and for this proceedings should be instituted against him. 


It is also worth while enquiring how ‘Wazira fell in Siddheswar's ¥%: 


There is something very strange and unusual about a Brahmin becoming 
dharmapita or godfather of a Mahomedan girl. ;, 
The Magistrate of Alipore has not done well in allowing Wasire 


live under the protection of Siddbeswar without making careful enquin 
For Wazira’s natural guardians say that she is still a minor. $0 1008 ° 


er => 


owe: oo 


— 95 
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undisputed proof regarding the age of Wazira is not obtained, so long she 
ought to be kept under the protection of an honest man. 

6, The Dacca Gazette, of the 11th March, says that great damage 1s 
done by fires every year within the town of 
Dacca. There have already been two or three 
ures this year attended with loss of property. There ought to bea fire- 
brigade in Dacca, and both the Dacca Police and the Dacca Municipality 
ought to attend to this suggestion without delay. 

6. The Sdnti, of the 13th March, does not agree with the editor of 
the Statesman newspaper and other experi- 
enced people in thinking that the poverty of 
the people is the only cause of the increase of crime in the country, It 
‘s true that poverty is increasing in the country, but it is increasing only 
among the respectable middle class people, whom, however, poverty cannot 
lead into the paths of crime. The lower classes who commit more crime 
than any other class. are now better off than before. They now get two 
mealsa day, and have means enough to buy shoes, shirts, shawls and wrappers. 
Why is crime then increasing in this country? There are in every country 
some idle people who are loath to work regularly for their living, and who 
have therefore recourse to theft, robbery, dacoity and every other crime 
by which money can be obtained without hard work or systematic submission 
to authority. There are lots of such people in this country too, and the in- 
eficiency of the present police has stimulated their criminal propensities. 
And crime is therefore on the increase. The present police is certainly 
an improvement in one respect upon the old police. For there is more 
education, intelligence and honesty in the present police than there was 
inthe old. But the old police, consisting as it did of very corrupt men 
who were themselves budmashes, was more feared by the people and was 
better able to detect offenders than the present police. The present increase 
of crime is therefore due to the disappearance from the police of the element 


of wickedness, despotism and zoolum which made it so much feared in 
former times, 


Fires in Dacca. 


Increase of crime in the country. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Surabhi o Patdkd, of the 7th March, says that the hearing 
The Gocharan affray caso in the Of the Gocharan affray case ended on Wed- 
Suciet of 24-Perganna nesday last, but the Magistrate of Alipore 
delivered judgment after 4 p. a. on the Saturday following, and sentenced 
‘wo out of the three accused persons to imprisonment, Was the 
passing of the sentence reserved for Saturday afternoon in order to make 
impossible for the accused to prefer an appeal on that day? An application 
. appeal was made to the Judge, who wanted to see a copy of the judgment, 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
March 11th, 1889. 


SANTI, 
March 13th, 1889. 


SURABHI O PaTaka, 
March 7th, 1889, 


a copy of the judgment could not be procured so late in the day even . 


heh double the usual fee was offered for the purpose. The accused 
* consequently to go to jail. It is with a view of harassing people that 


beenustrates often pass sentences at a time when they know that it would 
© impossible to at once prefer appeals against the same. : 


8. The Bangabdst, of the 9th March, says that, if the criminal law 


The Nativo Magistracy were strictly administered, there would be 
om fewer convictions in the Criminal Courts of the 
os ry. That European offenders are generally acquitted by European 
erties is not because the European Magistrates deal partially by their 
ie rymen, but because a strict application by them of the criminal law 
oe nay the conviction of such offenders. ‘There can. be no doubt that a 
T application of the criminal law by Native Magisterial officers would 
acquittal in very many of those cases in which convictions are now 


BaNGaBasl, 
March 9th, 1889 
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arrived ate But many Native Magisterial officers fear to incur the displeg. 
sure with which Government regards those officers who acquit more large] 
than they convict, and thus there are more improper Coavictions in th. 
country than there should be. Government ought not to attach any speci. 
responsibility to an acquittal, Native Magisterial officers offend Seriously jp 


another way in administering criminal justice. In passing sentences the 
take no note of the rank, caste, and social status of the accused, and gs 
they treat high and low alikein this respect, they in reality often subject the 
former to severer punishment than the latter for committing acts of equal 


criminal gravity. 
SANJIVANI, 9. The Sanjtvant, of the 9th March, hopes that Lord Lansdown 
March 9th, 1889. side i will appoint a native to one of the vacancies 
The Panjab Chief Court. which will shortly occur in the Bench of the 
Punjab Chief Court. There is no Native Judge yet in that Court, and ther 
are, both among the pleaders of that Court and among the Native Judge 


of the subordinate courts of that province, men who are fully competent tp 
sit on the Chief Court Bench. | 


BANoaBasl, 10. A correspondent of the Bangabasi, of the 9th March, says thats 


March 9th, 1889. number of boys have gone up this year for the 
‘The Middle English School at Jore- Middle English Examination from the Middl 
, English School at Jorepukhuria in Puboa 
The school may acquire stability if Government favours it with a grant. 
SANJIVAN, 11. A correspondent of the Sanjévaniz, of the 9th March, draws the 


March 9th, 1889. ° : ° 
es iii Oia attention of the Director of Public Instrue. 


tion to the condition of the Normal Schools 
He says that these schools are not turning out such men as it was intended 


that they should. For, in the first place, a great deal more has to be read 
in these schools than can be properly masteredio the course of three years, 
and in the second place the system of examination prevailing in thes 
schools prevents all the subjects in which the students are examined from 
being studied with equal attention and diligence, which is the reason that {ie 
passed students of these schools are unable, when employed as_ teachers it 
the middle class schools, to teach satisfactorily many of the subjects which 
are studied in those schools. 

Dacca PrakasH, 12. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 10th March, is astonished to find that 


ne Sens ee | Baboo Brahmamohan Mullick’s Geometry i 
Bane list of text-books for the the only text-book on that subject which ba 
been included in the list of text-books issued 
for his circle, Alternative text-books have been mentioned in grammat and 
other subjects. Ifthe Inspector considers his own book to be the best o 
its kind in the Bengali language, he should at least in common decency hare 
named some alternative text-books on that subject. Asa matter of {ach 
however, there are many excellent text-books on Geometry in Bengali, euch 
as the books by Bhudeb, Mohan Chand and Rajmohan. Baboo Braho 
mohan’s list is open to another serious objection. Tt ignores all the bet 
Bengali writers in East Bengal. Such books as Prabhat Chintd and Kons! 
Kabitd by Baboo Kaliprasanna Ghosh, the Geography of Bengal #! 
Manasik Ganand by Baboo Dinanath Sen, the Sadbhdb Satake by Baboo 
Krishna Chandra Majumdar, the Sahitya-prabesha, Sisuprabesh Vyakerav’ 
and Padyamanjart by Pandit Prasanna Chandra Vidyaratna, and the Parise 
and Balya Sikshé by Babu Ramsundar Basak, have found no place in the lst 
of text-books for the Burdwan Division. These books are 80 good that th 
list which does not include them cannot be considered to have beea Pt 
pared in a spirit of justice aud fairness. Scandals in connection with we 
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tion of text-books do not appear likely to come to an end very soon. 
wat the Director of Public Instruction should nevertheless try his best to 


hem down. 
“ ‘13. The Grémvdet, of the 138th March, will — of tie proposed — Sasvasi, 


piso Binal education cess if the object of Governmentin “™ ™"™ 
Oe seroaeacra ia imposing it be to charge no separate school 

fees upon those who will pay it. But if cess and school fee are both 

‘ntended to be levied, the writer will strongly oppose the proposal. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Munteipal Administration. 


14. The Sulabh Samdchdr o Kushdaha, of the 8th March, is sorry SLABH SAMAcmaR 0 
rhe “Ramgopal Charitable Dispen. ‘0 learn that the Gobardanga Municipality serch sin, 1989. 
ary” at Khantura, in the 24-Pergun- has assessed taxes on the “ Ramgopal Chari- 

— table Dispensary ” at Khantura, in the 24-Per- 

gunnabs district. The managers of the dispensary objected to pay municipal 

taxes on the ground that such institutions are exempt from such taxes, but 

the municipal authorities have seized and carried away certain articles 

belonging to the dispensary. The Gobardanga Charitable Dispensary has 

been exempted from the payment of municipal taxes, and it is difficult to 

understand why this new dispensary at Khantura should be assessed to 

those taxes. 

15. The Grdmvdst, of the 18th March, says that the Howrah District Gramvast, 
Board has directed the Local Boards under “2%: 1880. 

_ Je Howrah District Board andthe  i¢ not to sanction money for any road unless . 
: the petition for it is accompanied by a plan of 

the road, a statement of its length, and an estimate uf the cost of making 

i. This would be a good rule to follow if it could only be worked. But. 

itdoes not appear to be a workable rule. Few applicants will con- 

sent to take so much trouble, and few among them will have the 

knowledge necessary for preparing fairly correct plans and estimates. Under 

these circumstances, it will be well to require applicants for roads to only 

prove the necessity for such roads, leaving it to the Local Boards themselves 

to prepare the necessary plans and estimates. 

The writer has also heard that the District Board of Howrah will not 
pay money to those private gentlemen who have undertaken the construc- 
tion of roads unless they submit plans of the roads which are being 
constructed under their management. But it is not easy to see why these 
gentlemen should not receive money when they have submitted accounts of 
the expenses, 

16. The same paper makes the following observations regarding 


v District and Local Boards and District and Tuocal Boards and. Union Com- 
tion Committees. mittees :-— | 


(1).—It would have been better if the Local Boards and Union 
Committees had been entrusted with the powers which the 
Bengal Government once proposed to confer upon them. 
But though that has not been done, there is still much: 
useful work which Union Oommittees can: do. Roads, 
&c., will be better constructed by Union Committees than - 
by the Local Boards. A Local Board will have to entrust. 
the supervision of roads to private gentlemen. But Union 
Committees will supervise the construction of roads better 

; than private gentlemen. 

(2).—It is not easy to see why the members of the Local Boards. 
should not get such travelling allowances as are given to 
the members of the District Boards. No distinction should. 


Sona Bal O Pataka, 
March. 7th, 1889. 


EDUCATION GAZETTE, 
March 8th, 1889. 
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be made in this respect between the members of thes 
two classes of Boards, === _— 

(3).—The writer does not agree with the Lientenant-Governor thy 
more attention should be paid to the construction of roads 
leading. from one village to another than to the constre. 
tion of roads within the villages themselves. Ever 
attention should be paid to village roads when they are 
found to be very bad. 


( f }— Questions affecting the land. 


17. A correspondent of the Surabhi o Patdkd, ofthe 7th March, 

says that according to the law if a co-sharer 
of a mehal pays his share of the road cess 
due on account of it, and the remaining co-sharers do not, his own share of 
the mehal runs the risk of being sold for the recovery of his co-sharen’ 
dues, and if he desires to save his share, he must pay what his co-sharer 
ought to have paid. This law operates with hardship upon the owners of amall 
shares in mehals, and specially upon the owners of small shares in lakhiraj 
mehals. For the owners of small shares being generally poor men, they 
lose their shares if the owners of the larger shares do not pay their road 
cess dues. And as the co-sharers of lakhiraj mehals cannot open separate 
accounts like the co-sharers of revenue-paying mehals, the liability which 
they, if they are men of small means, stand under of having their shares 
sold for the default of the remaining co-sharers is one which they bave no 
means of annulling. The owners of the larger shares often take advantage 
of this to wilfully withhold payment of their share of the road cess daes 
in order to be able to buy up Jenami the whole mehal. The proprietor of 
the largest share of the Arendra revenue-paying mehal in Midnapore lately 
made default in paying his share of the road cess, the whole mebal was 


therefore brought to sale, and the defaulting co-sharer himself purchased 
it benams. 


Road cess sales. 


(g)—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


18. The Education Gazette, of the 8th March, referring to the re- 


a excavation of the Para Sohag Canal by the 
Punjab Government, says that the area of 

cultivated land may be increased and the strain upon the _ prodactire 
capacity of the existing arable land in the country may be removed by 
weans of such re-excavations. The Ceylon Government is doing much good 
work by restoring ancient works of this kind in that island. The Gover | 
ment of India should also restore all such ancient works in this country. 
The Hindus and the Mussulmans were not really less intelligent rulers than 
Englishmen. They constructed canals where canals were most needed and 
where canals were calculated to do most good. The English Government 
is making pecuniary profit and is also doing good to the people wherever 
it 1s re-excavating ancient canals of Hindu or Mussulman constructio0, 
and it is making no profit and is doing no good to the people where it 
constructing canals of its own scheming. It is not, of course, meant 
there should be no other canals in the country save those which were C00 
structed in ancient times, and that those old canals should be restored @ 
exactly their former shape. What is meant is that these ancient 
should be first re-excavated, and that Government should not too 
make new canals at the instigation of those engineering officers who 
to make a name for themselves by carrying out new canal schemes. - 


‘The English people have many really good traits in their characte, - 
but they have also some very grave failings. hissed these are their inordins# 
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self-esteem and inordinate selfishness. It is this defect in their character 
which prevents them from doing as much good as they could otherwise have 
done. Englishmen ought to see and feel that the arrangements for the_poli- 
tical government of a large civilised and prosperous country like ancient India 
must have been good, and it ought to be their foremost duty to ascertain 
which of those arrangements were good, and should therefore be retained, 
adopted, or continued by them. But they are wanting in reverence for these 
ancient things. If they had been able to regard with reverence what India 
possessed in ancient times, they would surely have found much to admire in 
‘ts roads and canals as well as in its politics, society and religion. If they 
had been able to perceive the real value of India’s own things, they would 
not have been so eager to substitute inferior English things for these 
ancient and indigenous Indian institutions. They have set it down in 
their minds that all that is English is good and all that is Indian is bad. 
But this is clearly a most unhappy error. In many respects India’s old 
things were better. The Indians have not much to take from Englishmen, 
except the sense of justice of the English Government and the spirit and 
sentiment of unity of the English people. | 

The English Government seems to be doing the right thing in setting 
about the work of restoring the ancient works of this country. This policy 
will benefit the country and it will also benefit the Government. Charity 
does more good to him who gives than to him who takes. : 

It is hoped that the Provincial Governments will prepare a list of the 
ancient canals within their respective territories, and re-excavate those 
among them whose re-excavation may appear likely to be beneficial. Such 
re-excavation will benefit trade and agriculture in some places, and will 
improve public health elsewhere. 

19. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 8th March, says that 
Government collects nearly Rs. 20,009 every 
year from the people of Beniachang in Sylhet 
in the shape of local taxes and road cess. But a very small portion of 
this sum is spent for their benefit. It was decided some time ago to construct 
roads there, and money was sanctioned for the purpose last year. But there 
is no indication yet that roads are really meant to be constructed. Will 
Government take money from the people by holding out to them idle hopes 
of this kind ? | 

20. Referring to the recent breaking of the chain connecting the 

_ Carriages composing a railway train near the 
Malancha ntatgd,, ‘“ccident at the Malancha station on the Northern Bengal 
State line, the Sujabh Samdchdr o Kushdaha, 
of the 8th March, says that the accident might have proved as serious as 
‘hat which occurred some time ago at the Sultanpore station. Government 
ought to take measures without delay for preventing such breaking of chains. 


or so long as such measures are not taken the passengers on that line 
mill not be safe, ae : 


Roads in Beniachang, Sylhet. 


(4)— General. 


21. The Sahachar, of i 6th March, has pee reir ae 
Paar teT ew years an attempt on the part of the Pro- 
“ ° rm a vincial Governments to exclude the Bengalis 
mm the Public Service of every other province except Bengal. When 
“utenant-Governor of Bengal, Sir Ashley Eden tried to exclude the 
— from Behar, and circulars directing their exclusion have now been 
Ben, a the Punjab and North-Western Provinces Governments. The 
Bates * domiciled in those provinces have protested against those circulars. 

© North-Western Provinces Government has paid no heed to that 


“2 <i " 
ony 


SaMAYA, 
March 8th, 1889. 


SULABH SAMACHAR 
Oo KUSHDaHa, 


March 8th, 1889. 
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protest. The Bengalis, however, do not object to other Indian races ana 
even the Burmese remaining in the Public Service of their own province, anj 
there is therefore no exclusion circular of any kind in operation in Bengal, 
The Bengalis do not envy other races, and they want fair field for all and no 
favour. The attempt to exclude the Bengalis from the public servicg of 
other Indian provinces is not now confined to issuing exclusion circulan 
against them. Systematic pressure is now being put upon the Bengal 
employés in the Government offices in the North-Western Provinces in orde 
to make them resign their offices, and some English officials are aiding the 
movement. ; : 


This action of the Punjab and North-Western Provinces Government 
involves a clear violation of the Queen's Proclamation. It is not easy 
understand why the Bengalis who first invited the English to assum 
sovereignty over them are being treated in this way by their English ruler, 
The Bengalis are now abused. by Englishmen exactly in the same wa 
as the Scotch were abused by Englishmen a century ago. But then the 
Scotch took up arms for the Pretender, and the Bengalis have been guilty of 
no such disloyalty. But disloyal as they were, no English Minister ever 
declared against Scotchmen that they would be unable to hold a public 
appointment south of the Tweed. Is this treatment of the Bengalis owing 
to their political agitations and to their devotion to the Congress? Lord 
Dufferin has indignantly disclaimed any intention on the part of Gover. 
ment to create disunion among the different Indian races, and Sir John 
Gorst has declared that the English Government is not opposed to the 

rogress of the Indians. But it nevertheless appears to the writer that the 
Bengalie have been oppressed more than before since the establishment of 
the Congress. 


22. The same paper says that the rivers in many parts of this province 
are silting up. This silting up of rivers » 
producing scarcity of water, injuring trade and 
agriculture, and leading to outbreaks of epidemic diseases. The late Rajah 
Digamber Mitra pointed out 24 years ago that the silting up of the river, 
which were the natural drains of the country, was the cause of the outbreak 
of malarious fever in this province. Accepting this view of the matte, 
Government has set free many of the old water-courses which had bee 
obstructed by roads and railways, and has directed that, in constructiug road: 


and railways in future, special provision should be made for providing a free 
outlet for rain-water. 


But nothing has yet been done to set free the rivers which have silted 
up. Government pleads want of funds whenever it is asked to do anything 
which will benefit the people, but it finds money readily enough for wat 
It is the shop-keeping spirit of the English people which makes them ask, 
when they are called upon to do something for the benefit of the people 
whether the work will pay its own expenses. And that is why they canne 
understand the sound maxim that all improvement in the condition 
poor invariably results in increased revenue to the State. It is this = 

eeping policy of the English Government which has made the irrigation cans 
a curse instead of a blessing to the cultivators. It is this calculating #ir 
which makes Government seek a remedy for a real evil in makeshifts and D&™ 
measures instead of in really efficient remedial measures. Let Governmet! 
appoint a Commission of Engineers to enquire whether the rivers whic &° 
silting up in this province can be kept free, and if the Commission report # 
the affirmative, let money be raised by loan for re-excavating the # 
Let irrigation canals be constructed where they will do good, and let oe 
ryots be allowed to use their water free of charge, or on payment of & 
small charge. It is not for the municipalities to undertake so vast & ¥ 


Silting up of rivers in Bengal. 
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45 the clearing of rivers and canals. Government should first set the rivers 
fee, and then entrust the municipalities with the work of keeping them 


- free in future. 


93. The Surabht o Patdkd, 
Sir John Gorst on India. 


off. But the 


of the 7th March, says that according to sonasmo Parana, 


Sir John Gorst India was not mentioned in March 7th, 1889. 


the Queen’s speech because India is now well 
prosperity of India is a thing which exists only in Sir John 


Gorst’s disordered imagination. The Indian exchequer is empty, and there 
‘s scarcity in Behar, Madras, Bombay, and Orissa. And yet Sir John Gorst 
ays that India is in a prosperous condition! There is» no falsehood that 
these Hnglish ministers will not uiter in order to save their own reputation. 


24. The Sulabh Samdchdr o Kushdaha, of the 8th March, complains 


h f its : bal : es — 
eae thaé some of its contemporaries received copies | °™ * 
—ee Report for of the Bengal Administration Report for en 

| 1887-88 long before it received a copy thereof. 
It is very kind of the Government to furnish native papers with the 
Administration Report, but it is to be regretted that it is not supplied 
unctually. 
25. "The Bangabdst, of the 9th March, says that the Bengal Library _“* 
The Bengal Library. _ catalogue of books for the second quarter 

ending 30th June 1888 has been published 

in the last issue of the Calcutia Gazette. It is difficult to understand what 
good is done by including books in the catalogue one year after their 
publication. Cannot the Librarian take a little more care and trouble and 
bring out the catalogue more punctually P 

26. The Sanjévant, of the 9th March, says that, in order to secure 4, \ ou, 1980: 


tore years 
Odia is not 
ever that th 


should fall 


Officers, and 


ped yas “9 of all upon the highly paid officers. If Lord Lansdowne has 


Curtail all sy 


ities personal ease and comfort, the higher officers 


of Government waste a great deal of the 


resources of the Empire on the Simla exodus. Such wasteful expenditure of 
the revenue, which is raised by sucking dry the life blood of awhole people, 
is only possible in India. The Committee appointed in 1879 cut 
Chairmanship of the Hon’ble B. W. Colvin to consider the question of 
the Simla allowances, observed as follows :—‘ The advantages of expending 
the hot season in the hills are sufficiently great in themselves, and we do 
not think it necessary to indemnify officers for any expense incurred on 
account of their families which is accompanied by. such advantages.” This 
remark applies only to highly paid officials. But the cost incurred in taking 
clerks up to Simla is by no means inconsiderable. According to the finding 
of the Committee appointed in 1886, with Sir Charles Elliott as its Presi- 
at Government has to spend Re. 1,220 in pay, travelling allowance and 
erent for every clerk whose salary is Rs. 40 per month if he is taken to 
or and if Government appoints two clerks drawing Rs. 40 each, one for 
the Calcutta office and another for the Simla office, there will be an annual 
Whe of Rs. 740 to Government for each clerk drawing Rs. 40 a month. 
en 80 large an amount of money is annually spent for a clerk drawing 
only Rs, 40 9 month, it is easy to imagine how much clerks on higher salaries 
te be costing. But Government has done nothing within the last 


er the 


in the direction of curtailing this expenditure. And so long as 
governed for the benefit of the Indians, there is no hope what- 


€ wasteful expenditure incurred on account of the Simla exodus 


W . , anh 
clerks ahd a” stop to. No real reduction will be effected by depriving poor 


ftries of their trifling allowances. ‘The shears of retrenchment 


as popular a Viceroy as Lord Ripon, His Lordship should first 
perfluous expenditure incurred on account of the highly paid 
then bring to a close the-career of gaiety and amusement which 


officers pursue at Simla at the expense of the State. 


Dacca PRaKash, 
March 10th , 1889, 


Dacca GazErre, 
March llth, 1889, 
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27, The same papersays that the attention of the Assam Governmes; 
iitinniat: aile iie Mr, Keanedy 7 hisdune, te Pred wt 
The Assem (so r. Kennedys in ness, Dut that G 
Assistant Commissioner, Ms- Kenney: ment has taken no notice of the matter. An 
Mr. Kennedy is therefore going on making new debts and is not paying hig 
old debts. Mr. Kennedy is not a civilian, but he performs a civilian’s wor, 
He is. now only an Assistant Commusioner, but he may any day become , 
Deputy Commissioner. Why then should not the rule which makes 4 
unlawful for a civilian to borrow money in the place where he is employe 
apply to Mr. Kennedy too? And as Mr. Kennedy has to perform judiciy 
work, his indebtedness may do serious harm by affecting his independence 
There will beno harm if he is employed to do purely executive work. The 
writer has it on good authority that Mg. Kennedy has given Amarchand 
Agarwala a fresh hand-note ; but he does not know whether this hand-note 
has been given for a fresh loan, or only by way of renewal of the old hand. 
note. Tne new hand-note was given on the lst August 1888, and is fy 
Rs. 2,895. 


28. The same paper says that if the measures, which the Lieutenant 
Governor proposes to adopt for the purpoe 
of improving the snnitary condition of coolie 
depdts and preventing simple people from being decoyed to the te 
gardens by coolie recruiters, are faithfully carried out, coolie oppression 
will receive some check, and the sufferings of the coolies will be partially 
mitigated. 
29. The same paper says that by enabling Sir Henry Harrison, the 
Chairman, to receive the same remuneration 
expenditare ne? Of retrenchment of which he receives as Chairman and Commi. 
ae sioner of Policeas well, Government has. set 
a fine example of retrenchment of expenditure. Sir Henry. is an English 
man, and he receives for doing one duty thesame pay which he received 
for doing two! Surely retrenchment means one thing in the case of the 
European officers of Government, and a very different thing in the case d 
its native officers. 


30. A correspondent of the same paper says that Baboo Srinath Gupte, 
PS 3 ia ets gy ee of ao in 
seta a taka mg at og hoolna, lately instituted criminal. proceedings 
eT ee against eg Nibaran Chandra. Mukerji, the 
local native doctor, on the ground that he had accepted a bribe of Rs, 100 
intended for the late Deputy Magistrate Baboo Narendra Nath Chowdhun 
The native doctor stated that he had incurred the displeasure of the Depuiy 
Magistrate, and that the proceedings against him had been. instituted out of 
pure malice. On the application of the doctor, the case was trané 
to the District Mugistrate’s court, and the doctor has been acquitted. Gt 
vernment is requested to make a careful enquiry into the case. 


dl. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 10th March, says that as the outatills 
ee ‘s os sage mm ripen 4 ures 
The abolition of outstills in ave been abolished, to prevent the 1088: We 

mee or re rr they had been occasioning to the sudder dis- 
tilleries in Calcutta, it is not easy to understand why some ne 

are lauding Government for it. Government has acted from purely ag 
ested motives. The writer would have heartily thanked Sir Steuart 
he had abolished the outstills in the other districts also. i 

32. Referring to Lord Cross’s statement in the House of Lords ti 
Rati: it was the intention of Government to. i 

the salt duty, the Dacca Gazette, of the" 
March, says that this intention of Government means not that Govern™®™ — 


The coolie question. 
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has been moved to pity for the poor Indian whom Lord Dufferin’s salt 
duty has subjected to such hardship, but thatthe decreased consumption of 
salt has affected the Government's salt revenue. er 
33, The same paper says that Sir Auckland Colvin issued a circular 
oar some time ago prohibiting all Government 
enh ena officers in the North-Western Provinces frum 
taking part in political Paver or political movements, and the writer is 
now sorry to find that the just Chief Commissioner of Assam has issued 
, similar circular in his, own province. It seems that these circulars are 
being issued with the knowledge and sanction of the Government of 
ia. | 
” 34. The Som Prakdsh, of the 11th March, says that Government 


ecvemseh vid tallen egiatine. Ta Taet Indian agriculture without any 


féar of doing any injury thereby to British 
interests of any kind or class. It is therefore very strange that Government 


isnot yet trying to improve the agriculture of the country. It is appointing 
passed Cirencester students as Deputy Magistrates, and has entrusted a man 
who possesses no knowledge of agriculture with the administration of the 
agricultural fund. By employing a few instructed cultivators, Government 
can establish a model farm at a very small cost. But Government does not, 
it seems, desire todo anything that will really benefit the people of this 
country. 

$5. The same paper says that the, policy followed by the British 


7 Government is similar to that of the thecca 
The policy of the English Govern- 


wat it Indi. ryot who knows that he will not have the 


| land in his possession after some years, and 
therefore tries to wrench as much out of it as he can without regarding the 


damage which it will sustain in future by reason of his dealing with it 
in this way. If the English Government had taken any thought of the 
fature of this country it could not have followed the ruinous policy which 
it is now pursuing. In every country expenditure is adjusted or cut down 
to income. But here in India expenditure is first thought of and means 
for meeting it are next devised. The Viceroys propose the expenditure of 
large sums of money for various purposes, and are thus compelled to incur 
debt. They try to enrich Englaod with Indian money without paying the 
least regard to the condition of India’s own men. A technical school can- 
dot be opened for want of money, but large sums of money are wasted on 
the Simla exodus year after year. It is strange that Government is not 
ashamed to think that three-fourths of the revenue of India is going away 


to England. It would not be wrong to say that whenever Government 
appoints a Commission it does so with the: object of getting some means 
of additional revenue devised by it. The Rent Commission has indirectly 
increased the revenue of Government by making suggestions in regard to 
the collection of rent by the zemindars and the acquirement of the occu- 
pancy right by the ryots, which, being embodied in the Tenancy Act, have 
sumulated litigation. : : 
36. The Grdmvdst, of the 18th March, heartily thanks Sir Steuart 
The shelisien of cutetitie. Bayley for abolishing: outstills in Howrah, 
rm Hooghly, Nuddea, and the 24-Perguonahbs. 
ay God shower blessings upon Sir Steuart! __ pie 
A correspondent of the same paper, referring to the rumour that 
The Bagnan post office inthe Ula. U2 Bewly-established post office at Bagnan 
‘tiah sub-division, ~~~ ~—Ss»- Will. be abolished, says that as mostof the 
PSS lettera in the Moheshrakha post office come 
the Ba © Bagnan post office, the best course to adopt will be, not to abolish 
i aaa post office, but to remove the Moheshrakha post office to 


Dacca GAZErTE, 
March 11th, 1889. 


Som PrakasHi, 
March 11th, 1889. 


Gramvasi, 
March 13th, 1889. 


Urpvo Gurps, 
March 6th, 1889. 


Praja BANDRO, 
March 8th, 1889. 


Dainik o SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


March 12th, 1889. 


Dainik o SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


March 14th, 1689. 
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IV.—Nativs States. 


38. The Urdu Gutde, of og 6th a cays 9 4 present deplo. 
rable condition of the Mahomed 
ee Cashmere is doe to a want of proper ees, 
sion on the part of the durbar officials, who take no interest in their welfare 
89. The Prajd Bandhu, of ag va mW oar the arrangements 
made by Sir Lepel Griffin in the Gywal; 
a State have resulted in an annual Pi srge 
seven lakhs of rupees. Are the authorities ignorant of this, or have th 
been winking at these proceedings of Sir Lepel in consideration of the 
loan of three-and-a-half crores of rupees which Government has obtained 
through his instrumentality from the Gwalior State? Lord Dufferin py. 
mised to the late Maharsjah that be would look to the interests of th 
minor Prince. The English Government will earn indelible disgrace if i; 
does not keep that promise and upset Sir Lepel Griffin’s arrangements. 


40. The Dainitk o Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 12th March, refer 


to the rumour that some treasonable letters, 
ee from which it appears that the Maharajah of 
Cashmere was intriguing against the English Government, and had thought 


of poisoning the late Resident, Colonel Plowden, have fallen into the hands 
of Colonel Nisbet, the present Resident, and that the Maharajah has admit- 
ted his guilt to the Resident and has himself proposed to abdicate the 
throne, and says that every one ought to bear in mind how Luchman Dx, 
from whom Colonel Nisbet has got the incriminating letters, has been saying 
bad things about the Maharajah ever since his dismissal, and what eagerness 
he displayed to obtain an interview with Lord Dufferin. Luchman Ds 
once spread the rumour that the Maharajah was intriguing with Russa, 
but was himself accused of a similar offence. These letters alone will not 
be satisfactory evidence. It is very easy to forge letters, and it is not very 
difficult to make the Maharajah make any confession against himeelf. 
The case of Mulhar Rao is still fresh in men’s minds. The rumour is likely 
to prove false; at all events all that it says is not likely to be true. 


41. The Dainik o Samachar Chandrika, of the 14th March, says tha 


Cashmere. the Anglo-Indian papers give the followin 


account of the way in which the alleged tres 
sonable letters of the Maharajah of Cashmere came into the hands of 


Colonel Nisbet. They say that Luchman Das had placed his papers in the 
hands of the Counsel, Mr. Spitta, for making an appeal against his dismisal 
On Mr. Spitta’s death, Mrs. Spitta made over the papers to a native, wh0 
discovered among them letters revealing a conspiracy for poisoning the lat 
Resident, Mr. Plowden, and who placed them in the hands of Colonel 
Nisbet. Thisis a cock-and-bull story which it would require a large amount 
of stupid credulity to believe. Mr. Spitta had told Luchman Das that ther 
was no ground for an appeal. Why did not then Luchman Das take back 
his papers at once? And why did he not at any rate take back his pap 
iromediately after Mr. Spitta’s death? Even if the rumour about the discover] 
of treasonable letters prove true, it isin the highest degree probable ts! 
they will be found to be forged letters. When the Parnell letters have beet 
found to be forged letters, any letter may prove to be forged. It will 00 
be difficult to dispel the cloud that now hangs over the Cashmere Bis 
But a strong and a good mind is required to dispel it, and the writer ¢ 
not know what sort of a man Colonel Nisbet is. The Anglo-Indian pep 
have, however, sounded the note of alarm. They say that a Council shoul! 
at any rate be at once established in Cashmere, and the Mabaraje ae 


should be curtailed. The writer has k sa tl 
will not be safe much longer. nown for @ long time oe 


> 
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V.—Prosrxcis oF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 

49, A correspondent of the Bangabdet, of the 9th March, says that 
rhe condition of the Doro and other excessive and untimely rainfall in the Doro 
Khas Mehals in Midnapore. and Mahishadal pergannahs of the Midnapore 
district has made the condition of those perguonahs very miserable. Failure 
of crops has driven many to beggary and thieving. Government has always 
helped the people of the Doro and Majnamutha Khas Mehals in times of 
distress. In 1230,1240, 1272, 1257 and 1276B.8., Government supplied 
them with food and clothing, and helped them by making tuccavi advances 
and granting remissions of rent, and it is requested to help them again by 


remitting rent and stopping the certificate process for the collection of the 
same. . 


VI.—Miscenzanzovs. 


43. The Chandravildsh, of the 2nd March, says that the condition of 


the river Bhagirathi near Berhampore is 
very bad. In many places the water has 
dried up, and in some places it is less than knee-deep, and has become unfit 
for drinking purposes. The financial condition of the Berhampore Muni- 
cipality is such as to make it doubtful whether the Commissioners would be 
able to supply the town with pure drinking-water in the hot season. Under 
these circumstances, Berhampore naturally turns towards the benevolent 
Maharani Swarnamayi as the only person who can provide the town with 
water works at her cost. : emits 
44, The Srimanta Saddgar, of the 4th March, says that the tract 
\ Chinese Colony in Upper Burma, 01 Country belonging to China and lying near 
Heed * the Burmese frontier, which bas been visited 
by a terrible famine, has a very dense population. But the tract in Burma 
which lies close to it has a very sparse population, And as the Chinese are a 
more civilised, hardworking and intelligent people than their Burmese neigh- 
bours, the English Government ought to make the best use of this 
famine by inducing numbers of these suffering Chinese to come over and 
settle in Upper. Burma. Government’s proposal to take Indians over to 
Upper Burma for settling in that country is not a very wise one, For-there 
are extensive waste lands still in Assam and on the Indian frontier where 
Indian labour will find employment for years to come. 
45. The Bharat Mitra, of the 7th March, says that the decision of the 


renee case instituted by the Jainas for-closing the 
oye nok ney at — lard manufactory on the Pareshnath Hill has 
wounded the religious feelings of that community. The killing of animals 


On that hill was prohibited by the Emperor Akbar, and animals have not been 
killed there until very recently, Government should therefore show proper 
respect for the religious feelings of the Jaina community by directing the 
abolition of the lard manufactory on the Pareshnath Hill. 

46. The Samaya, of the 8th March, says that the Calcutta Museum 


Tho Colentin Bineenn serves at present no other purpose except 


, furnishing amusement for town idlers and 
village sightseers. Thus the object with which the Museum was established 


8 not being attained. The writer is of opinion that much good will be done 
fa qualified officer is stationed in each. court to explain to .the visitors the 
nature, properties, &c., of the objects kept in it. It would also be well to 
‘et apart one day in the week only for female visitors. 
47. The same paper says that India being an agricultural country, the 
es Condition of her people is materially affected 
of tanks, and the excavation by the nature of the rainfall, and both 
drought and flood are followed by scarcity of 
But it is very much within the power of man to 


_ Scarcity of water in Berhampore. 


food and even famine, 


CHANDRAVILASH, 
March 2nd, 1899. 


Srimanta SaDaGaR, 
_ March 4th, 1889. 


ScLaBH SaMACHARB O 
Kvusupaia, 


March 8th, 1889. 


BaNGaBas!, 
March 9th, 1889, 


SaANJIVANT, 
March 9th, 1889, 


Som PRAKASH, 
March 11th, 1889. 


N aVAVIBHaKaRB 
SaDHaRaNl, 


March llth, 1889. 
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minimise.the evil: which:springs from.this source. There are wealthy ang 
influential zemindars.all over the country, and they spend large sums of 
money on useless luxuries. If they devote all such money to the excayatio, 
of khals, beels and tanks, the country will no longer suffer much fron 
scarcity of water and the results of agricultural operations will be in a preg 
measure guaranteed or assured. This will also benefit the zemindars them. 
selves, for, with successful crops year after year, rents will not fall into arrear 
The Permanent Settlement was made on the distinct understanding thy 
the zemindars would excavate tanks, &c., within their zemindaries. But the 
zemindars have not fulfilled that condition, and the corn-fields of Beng, 
have shown no improvement whatever since that Settlement. These field, 
sre now rather worse than they were at the date of the Cornwallis Settle. 
ment. | 

48. The Sulabh Samachar o Kushdaha, of the 8th March, reports the 
prevalence of cholera at Kheshra, a yi 


Cholera at Kheshra in Khulna. situated within the jurisdiction of the Magurs 


thana, in the Satkhira sub-division of the Khulna district. A large number’ 


of people have died of that disease for want of medical aid. Baboo Shyam 
Charn Mitra, the Sub-divisional Officer of Satkhira, is earnestly requested to 
save hi lives of the poor villagers by sending a doctor to that village with 
out delay. 
49. Referring to the circular issued by Baboo Prabhat Nath Rui 
Deputy Magistrate of Julpigoree, inviting all 
yee Frabhat “Nath Bai, Deputy widows who are desirous of marrying agai 
agistrate of Julpigoree. ° ; 
to an asylum established by him, the Bange 
bdést, of the 9th March, observes as follows :— 


The use of Prabhat Baboo’s official designation in the circular wil 
perhaps displease Hindu society. By so doing, Prabhat Baboo is abusing 
his official influence, and it is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will take 
due notice of this. | 


50. The Sanjtvant, of “ a is sorry to learn that the Queen 

as been in indifferent health for some 

en time past, and that Her Majesty has gone to 

Biarritz under medical advice. Queen Victoria is respected not only in 

England, but throughout the world, for her high character, and the news d 

her indisposition has given rise to anxiety among her loyal subjects, and 
especially among her Indian subjects. May she quickly recover! 

51. The Som Prakdsh, of the 11th March, complains of mismanage- 

| ment in the steamers of Messrs. Hoare, Miller 

oa iostrs. Hoare, Miller and Com and Company. The steamers are ill-lighted 

at night and are overcrowded, The Compaty 

issues tickets to passengers for a voyage to Tumlook, but sets them dow 

on the side of the river opposite to that place. The passengers have there 


fore to cross over tc Tumlook in ferry-boats, and have sometimes to pa 
exorbitant fares for this. Government should attend to these complain® — 


52. The Navacibhikar Sddhdrant, of the 11th March, says that the 
ees history of the Hughly district written by 

Hughly ores s history of the Mr. Toynbee and published by Goveramet! 
oe shows want of full research, In fact, al 

Mr. Toynbee’s enquiries were made within Hughly town itself. He could 
have availed himself of his mofussil tours to make more extended enquine 
but he did not do eo. This is why his book is silent about Triveni avd 


Bansheria as famous seats of Sanskrit learning in former times. Mr. Toyab 


has also cast aspersions on‘the Bengali character. H 
following opinion of a former Magistrate of Hughly 


= 


Bengalis :—* They are perfectly skilled ia the art of deceiving, but-at® - | 


=a  e™= eet OD = ese oS oe _— 


LS eee - = =~ an - = 


( 933° ) 


tyes less easily deceived or imposed upon.” “Did Government. pay 
Mt Toynbee money belonging to the Bengalis in order that he might abuse 


the Bengalis themeelves P 


Unrya Papers. 
53. All the native papers of the week under report express great regret 
; at the transfer of Mr. Worsley, the Oommis- 
Mr. Worsley's transfer from Orissa. = oy of Orissa, from that Province. 
54. The Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the 18th February, and the Ufkal 
Dipikd ofthe 28rd February, inform the public 
Bullock tax at the Orissa Coast that an oppressive practice of taxing bullocks 
_ which cross the Coast Canal at different points 
by swimming from one side tv the other at the rate of one pice per head is in 
vogue at or near Bhograe in the Balasore district. As the Coast Canal runs 
between the homesteads of many peasants and their fields, they are compelled 
to cross it every day with their bullocks. Under such circumstances it is 
sheer cruelty to realise a tax at the rate of one pice per bullock, though the 
bullocks cross the canal by swimming. It is even suspected in several 
quarters that the tax is an irregular one, and is levied without the knowledge 
of Government. 
55. The Utkal Dipiké, of the 16th February thanks Sir Steuart Bayley 
i ina iil a for the encouraging letter he has written to the 
acuieae ss Secretary of the Orissa Graduates and Under- 
Graduates Association, intimating that the prayer of the Association, in so far 
as it relates to appointments in the Subordinate Executive Service, would be 
taken into consideration when the question would come up before -Govern- 
ment for final decision. It hopes, however, that the Lieutenant-Goyernor 
has kept his promise made during his late visit to Cuttack, and has put hime 
self in communication with the Chief Justice on the subject of the admission 
of the natives of Orissa into the ranks of the Subordinate Judicial Service. 
56, The same paper in a long and interesting article points out the 
| necessity of opening an M. A. class in connec- 
Clog 4+ class in the Ravenshew tion with the Ravenshaw College at Cuttack, 
. and entreats Sir Steuart Bayley to make the 
result of His Honour’s promised consultation with the Director of Public 
Instruction known to the public. The article ends with an exhortation to 
the benevolent nobility and gentry of Orissa to come forward with donations 
in order to meet Government half way in this matter. : 
57, The Utkal Dépikd, of the 23rd February, is very angry to find 
— ads that an Inspector of the Pooree Municipality 
Puree Temple, nciPality and the entered the sacred precincts of the Jagannath 
Temple with measuring tape enclosed in a 
ieee case. As a necessary consequence of the forbidden leather entering 
- temple, the eatables that had been made ready for presentation to 
4 “rod were all desecrated and thrown away, and the great god had to 
% rgo the ceremony of mahasnana (great bathing). A large number of 
ay and women in the town, who were waiting for the mahaprasad, had to 
e In disappointment, and the Superintendent of the Temple was greatly 
val nuvenienced at the loss of a large quantity of eatables of considerable 
_ _ The paper regrets to note the highhanded proceedings of the Pooree 
abjeot but reserves criticism, pending the receipt of fresh news on the 


Assam Papers, 

o8. The Paridarshak, of the 4th March, is sorry to find that the 
ai | Chief Commissioner of Assam has permitted 
ot Dibrugarie” D*PUty Commissioner Parvati Baboo to’ resign the service. Mr. 

Driburgh, the Deputy Commissioner of 
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Dibrogarh, is a preciotis gentleman, who entertains the most unfy; 
feelings towards the Bengalis and educated persons. And educated men ¢ 
ood character therefore find it impossible to serve under him: Pay,. 
aboo has done well in tendering his resignation, for it is not proper {, 
any one to sell his liberty to Government for a few rupees. 
59, The same paper says that Mr. Messurier, the Deputy Commi. 
sioner of Sylhet, who is the lord of the Joy 
_Mr. Mesmnrier, Deputy Commis police, convicts on the slightest evideng 
sioner of Sy ‘ 
persons who are sent up by the police for trial, 
and always tries to shield the police when they behave in a highhande 
manner. The following are cases in point: — 


(1).—Some time ago Baboo Mahes Chandra Das, the Sub-Inspecto 
of the Balagunge thana, went to Tajpore to investigate , 
case. ‘There are in that village many Brahming gj 
Kayasthas, but he preferred taking quarters in the hous 
of a low-caste Jugi. After that, he says, some peopk 
intending to do him injury, sent a young Jugi woman inh 
the room which was occupied by him and then assaulted 
him and took him to the house of the local zemindy 
Nabin Baboo, where he was set free on his signing a bon 
for Rs. 600. He instituted a suit, and Baboo Baikunt 
Chandra Das, the Inspector of Police, was ordered to make 
enquiries. The Inspector challaned some persons. 
save his pet Sub-Inspector, Mr. Messurier committed the 
accused to the Sessions; but the Sessions Judge hy 
dismissed the case. | 

(2).—Some time ago Mr. Messurier committed some men to the 
Sessions on a charge of murder, but the Sessions Judge 
acquitted the accused. 

(3).—An Inspector of Police was accused of having taken bnibes 
Mr. Ritcbie, the District Superintendent of Police, reported 
that he did not believe the charge to be true, and Mr, 
Messurier concurred in his view. He thereupon caused 
proceedings to be instituted against the complainant fu 


perjury. On another occasion he charged another com 
plainant with the same offence. 


Justice has apparently disappeared from Sylhet! With Mr. Ritchie # 
head of the Sylhet Police and Mr. Messurier as the Magistrate, the people 
of Sylhet can only suffer oppression. 


60. The same paper complains of thefts at Rangauti, a village situated 


- near the town of Syihet. Thefts are com 

shathe ob Sengenls ie pet mitted there almost every night, and the polit 

has not succeeded in tracing the thieves. Thefts are also reported from th 
town of Sylhet. The police should look sharp. 
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